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Current and Recent Research Work 

Organisation 

Name 

Partnership 

Organisation 

Main Contact Summary of current research project Timeframe Notes 

Arts Council 

England 

 

 Andrew Mowlah Developing a clear, robust and evidence-

based narrative of the contribution that 

museums make to the national 

economy: 

• Quantifying the direct 

contribution of museums to the 

economy, using measures such 

as GVA, Income, turnover, 

employment including trends 

where possible; 

• Number of visitors including 

visitor spend; 

• Supply chain expenditure; 

• Review and synthesise existing 

evidence on wider impacts of 

museums on the economy, 

identifying the most important 

Forthcoming   
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types of indirect contribution; 

• Spill-over effects of publicly 

funded museums and 

commercial activity; 

• Return on investment; 

• Museum investment as a 

catalyst for regeneration 

 

Arts Council 

England 

  Museums Resilience – to be a report 

examining the state of museums in 

England focussing on the areas of 

resilience. Aims to collect data to 

provide a baseline for a longitudinal 

examination of museum resilience. 

  

Forthcoming  

Arts Council 

England 

  Workforce and board diversification 

among Major Partner Museums 

(MPM’s). This is a piece of qualitative 

research exploring challenges and best 

practice among the 2015-18 MPM’s in 

diversifying their workforce and boards, 

with associated recommendations for 

MPM’s and the Arts Council. The 

research has involved telephone depth 

interviews, an MPM’s seminar and a 

qualitative survey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming   
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Arts Council 

England 

 Vivien 

Niblett/Brian 

Ashley 

Evidence review of the economic 

contribution of libraries - an important 

first step in our understanding of the 

contribution public libraries can make at 

an economic level, whilst also assessing 

the scale of contribution a library can 

make to individuals and communities via 

the social and educational benefits they 

provide.  

 

A follow-up piece of work is currently 

being carried out: a valuation of the 

economic contribution of libraries in 

terms of health and wellbeing, using 

secondary data analysis and a 

contingent valuation study.  

 

Published 

June 2014 

 

Follow-up 

work to be 

published 

Spring 2015 

Available: 

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/advice-

and-guidance/browse-advice-and-

guidance/evidence-review-economic-

contribution-libraries 

 

Arts Council 

England 

 Vivien Niblett Cultural Activities, artforms and 

wellbeing. 

 

Small study analysing the ‘Mappiness’ 

dataset to examine the effects of arts 

and cultural activities on momentary 

wellbeing (how happy you feel right 

now). Includes analysis of different 

groups of activities, ACE artforms (inc 

Museums, but not sufficient sample for 

Libraries) and looks at a broad level at 

how who you are with affects your 

levels of momentary wellbeing.  

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming 

– likely end 

2014 
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Arts Council 

England 

CASE Partners 

(DCMS, Sport 

England, 

English 

Heritage) 

Vivien 

Niblett/Andrew 

Mowlah 

Further analysis to value the health and 

education benefits of sport and culture.  

 

Secondary data analysis to value the 

impact on health and education benefits 

of sport and culture as identified in 

previous DCMS funded study (link).     

Forthcoming 

- tbc  

 

Arts Council 

England 

  Evidence Review: The Value of Arts and 

Culture to People and Society. 

 

A high-level round-up of evidence 

published since 2010 on the 

instrumental value of arts and culture to 

the economy, society, education and 

health. 

Published 

March 2014  

Available: 

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/what-we-

do/research-and-data/value-arts-and-

culture-people-and-society-evidence-

review/ 

 

Arts Council 

England 

  Understanding the value and impacts of 

cultural experiences. 

 

An international literature review of the 

ways in which the intrinsic value of arts 

and culture has been conceptualised 

and measured in academic and policy 

literature. 

Published 

July 2014 

Available: 

 

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/news/arts-

council-news/today-we-publish-

understanding-value-and-impacts-c/ 

 

Arts Council 

England 

  Arts Council England stakeholder 

research.  

 

The Arts Council carries out a 

programme of reputation and 

performance tracking research with the 

arts and cultural sector (inclusive of 

museums and libraries), general public 

and high-level stakeholders such as MPs 

and Elected Members. 

Last 

published in 

March 2014 

 

Forthcoming 

publication 

in February 

2015 

Available: 

 

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/what-we-

do/research-and-data/evidencing-our-

work/stakeholder-focus/ 

 

 



 

 

Current Research Work 

 

Organisation Name Partnership 

Organisation 

Main Contact Summary of current 

research project 

Timeframe Notes 

Museums Galleries 

Scotland 

N/A Heather Doherty Volunteering in 

museums and galleries 

in Scotland – work 

looked at the scope, 

scale and impact of 

volunteering in the 

sector 

Work undertaken 

between January and 

October 2014. Report 

to be published 

imminently. 
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Current Research Work 

 

Organisation Name Partnership 

Organisation 

Main Contact Summary of current 

research project 

Timeframe Notes 

SLIC  Blake Stevenson / 

Carnegie UK Trust 

Amina Shah Deliberative research 

project involving focus 

groups of library users 

and non users to 

gather views of library 

services and possible 

future 

demand/priorities for 

future of library 

services in Scotland 

Events are taking place   

SLIC JISC RSC Penny Roberston Annual FE survey 

looking at the 

information needs of 

FE students and how 

the library services are 

best placed to meet 

these. 

 

Deadline was 7th 

November 2014 and 

the results will  be 

presented at the FE 

conference 28th 

November 2014. 

 



2 

 

SLIC  School Library Indicators Gillian Daly Collection of data 

relating to use and 

value and indicators of 

impact of school 

libraries also includes a 

pupil survey. 

Data was collected 

week beginning 10th 

November 2014. 

 

SLIC Proposed – University – 

RGU or Strathclyde?  

Not yet finalised. 

Amina Shah Looking at volunteers 

in libraries – impact, 

case studies, how best 

they can be used to 

complement (not 

replace) the work of 

library staff. 

ASAP I would be keen to 

hear from any other 

ALMA members re 

this area of work and 

experience they may 

have had in this area. 

 


