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REPORT NAME Projects and Activities Update 
 

DATE PERIOD February – March 2014 
 

PUBLICATION General Distribution 
 

 

1 CORPORATE GOVERNANCE 
 

 Our application for incorporation as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) 
has been successful and we are now an incorporated body having charitable status under the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act, 2005. 
 
The next 12 months will see the organisation transition into a membership body. This process 
will be managed by a Board of Interim Trustees: Rachel Hart (Honorary Treasurer), Irene 
O’Brien (Chair), Linda Ramsay and Kevin Wilbraham. Throughout 2014 we will be consulting 
widely with the sector and stakeholders regarding our membership scheme.  
 
Members will vote at the first Annual Member’s Meeting (estimated date: July 2015) for a full 
Board of Trustees to replace the Interim Board. Until the membership scheme comes into 
practice, Council Members will continue to inform the activities of the organisation. 

 
2 SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE SCHEME 

 

 Following the award of round 1 HLF funding to develop a Skills for the Future scheme in 
Scotland, we have worked in partnership with The National Archives (Kew) and with potential 
host organisations to put together round 2 application materials.  
 
Following a tendering process, Janice Tullock Associates was appointed to project manage 
the development and delivery of the stage 2 bid by working with archives services, host 
organisations and project partners. To improve efficiency and reduce costs, the contract was 
awarded jointly by TNA and the SCA. 
 
The round 2 application was submitted on 31 December 2013 and we are expecting a 
decision on 26 March 2014. If funding is secured, the scheme will run from 2014 to 2017 and 
provide places for 18 paid trainees. 
 
We received a wide range of excellent applications from potential host services from across 
Scotland, with a total of applications for 78 trainee places. Successful applicants attended a 
workshop in late October 2013 to learn more about the scheme and the development of 
training plans.   
 
Interest in the scheme far outstripped the 18 places available. We are very grateful to those 
who submitted applications to such a high standard within extremely tight timescales. The 
stage 2 application and training plans were submitted to HLF on 31 December 2013. A 
decision concerning stage 2 HLF funding will be made in late March 2014 with an 
announcement anticipated shortly thereafter. Thanks again to all of those who contributed to 
the application.  

 
3 ARCHIVES ACCREDITATION  

 

 In partnership with the National Records of Scotland, we are managing the Archives Service 
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Accreditation process in Scotland. From 2013-2017, we will be accepting six applications 
annually. 
 
We received responses from 20 services interested in applying for accreditation over the initial 
roll out period (2013-2017). Preliminary indications show that the majority of respondent 
services (60%) anticipate applying to the scheme between 2015 and 2017. Three services 
intend to apply over the 2013-14 period. 

 
4 EDUCATION 

 

 Education Working Group & Pilot Project: 
The final report on the pilots will be published soon. It details a series of priorities and 
suggestions for future initiatives. On the basis of these findings the Education & Learning 
Working Group identified three areas of focus and at the latest meeting (6 February 2014) 
they confirmed the following activities for the next 12 months: 

 Six CPD workshops and accompanying resources for archive staff 
Initial work in this area has included two pilot workshops (November 2013) in order to 
generate valuable feedback from the sector that will help inform future training and also 
complement the development of the template resources.   

 Development of a catalogue of good practice, published on the SCA website. 

 Production of a series of ‘Hitchhiker Guides’ providing basic understanding of the 
curriculum and education practice. 

 Production of templates on utilising archive resources within learning environments. 

 General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS): 
We have been in contact with the GTCS about our activities. They are very interested and 
agreed to help promote the work of the Council in this area via their magazine and website. 
The first major feature was published in the February/March edition of their magazine and the 
article has received positive feedback from colleagues involved in teaching. Similar good 
reports have been received from the Hebridean Archives, whose image had been used to 
illustrate the article. In addition, the article had been passed to Jean Urquhart MSP and 
distributed widely amongst MSPs. Our Education Officer is currently drafting additional 
editorial.  
 
The GTCS is interested in hearing more about WW1 developments and activities across the 
archives sector that can link up with education. We are in the discussion stages of 
participating in a WW1 debate/event with GTCS which will be aimed at both educators and the 
public (November 2014, TBC).  
 
GTCS is very interested in working in partnership with us on CPD opportunities. They are 
trying to expand the CPD external training opportunities teachers take up. To encourage 
teachers to take up opportunities which are offered externally, they are planning to start 
accrediting CPD providers and we are in the midst of exploring the requirements and 
preparations involved in accreditation. If we are approved as an accredited trainer, this would 
last for five years. 

 

5 SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT ACTIVITES 
 

 2013: A full report on activities from October 2013, along with audio recordings of 
speeches/music and image galleries, can be accessed on the website at: 
http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/parliament. 
 
2014: We hope to build on the success of last year’s activities by holding a similar event in 
autumn 2014. Jean Urquhart MSP has agreed to support the Council by hosting our presence 
within the Parliament. An initial application was submitted in January 2014 and we expect a 
response in April. If the application is successful we anticipate using the opportunity to 
showcase our own, and the wider sector’s, activities in the areas of education and skills 
development.  

 

http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/parliament
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6 PUBLIC RECORDS (SCOTLAND) ACT 2011 CONFERENCE – 3 DECEMBER 2013 
 

 The conference was filmed and recordings are now available on the website at 
www.scottisharchives.org.uk/ouract. The event was fully booked and its popularity indicates a 
demand for similar activities in 2014. The Council plan to liaise with partner organisations 
about holding a follow-up conference. 

 

7 DIGITAL FABRIC OF SCOTLAND CONFERENCE – 29 JANUARY 2014 
 

 The Scotsman newspaper and the Scottish Council on Archives delivered a half-day 
conference concerning Scotland’s digital future.  
 
Speakers were as follows: 

 Sheena McDonald (Broadcaster and Journalist) 

 Irene O’Brien 

 Fiona Hyslop (Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs) 

 Annelies van den Belt (CEO of DC Thomson Family History (formerly Brightsolid)) 

 Prof Lorna Hughes (Chair in Digital Collections, University of Wales) 

 Ben Sullivan (Head of European Operations, Ke Software) 

 Catherine Hardman (Deputy Director, Archaeology Data Service, University of York) 

 Tim Ellis (Chief Executive, National Records of Scotland) 

 Rosemary Agnew (Scottish Information Commissioner) 

 Brendan Dick (Director, BT Scotland)  
 
The event was held in the National Galleries of Scotland, Edinburgh, and 75 delegates 
attended. The event was widely advertised in the paper and issues discussed on the day were 
reported in a four page editorial supplement (published on Monday 3 February 2014).  
 
In addition to conference advertising and promotion, press coverage has included an article by 
Irene O’Brien (22 January 2014). It can be accessed at: 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/scotland-has-a-goldmine-of-digital-information-1-3277402. 
 
The March edition of Broadsheet (http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/broadsheet) will feature 
a review of the event and an article by the Scottish Information Commissioner, Rosemary 
Agnew. 

 

8 PRESERVATION WORKING GROUP 
 

 After its formation in September 2013, the group have been analysing the results of Scotland’s 
preservation assessment survey report. The report forms the basis of a draft action plan which 
was reviewed at the most recent meeting (4 March 2014). The action plan will be published 
alongside the preservation assessment survey report. 

 

9 ANCESTRAL TOURISM 
 

 We are in discussions with Visit Scotland and the Ancestral Tourism Steering Group about the 
possibility of developing some online family history resources. A project brief has been drawn 
up and reviewed by VisitScotland and the Ancestral Tourism Steering Group. 

  

10 UNESCO UK MEMORY OF THE WORLD 

 The register is held on the website of the UK National Commission for UNESCO at 
http://www.unesco.org.uk/memory_of_the_world. It began in 2010 to promote the preservation 
of and access to the world’s archive holdings and library collections. 
 
The annual awarding of certificates is a high-profile event, attracting attention across the UK 
and via UNESCO’s international links. Despite numerous Scottish collections successfully 
being included on the register, UNESCO have never held the event in Scotland. The Scottish 
Council on Archives works with the UK committee to help promote the register each year and 

http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/ouract
http://www.scotsman.com/news/scotland-has-a-goldmine-of-digital-information-1-3277402
http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/broadsheet
http://www.unesco.org.uk/memory_of_the_world
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they have approached us to discuss the possibility of hosting the 2014 event in mid-June.  
 
We are currently liaising with the UNESCO UK Committee and have identified a potential 
venue and host partner. Further information will be released in April 2014. 

 

11 COPYRIGHT 

 World Intellectual Property Organisation Standing Committee on Copyright & Related 
Rights (SCCR): 
The SCCR meets several times a year in Geneva and, at present, is debating a number of 
copyright-related international initiatives - including a proposed treaty on copyright limitations 
and exceptions for libraries and archives.  
 
Following a successful application process the Scottish Council on Archives is the only 
accredited UK member of WIPO. We have appointed Professor Ronan Deazley to attend 
SCCR meetings on our behalf where he joins the International Council on Archives’ 
representative, Tim Padfield, to represent the archive community. 

 IPO Orphan Works Consultation: 
This recent (February 2014) consultation concerning the Intellectual Property Organisation's 
proposed Orphan Works scheme aims to address the issue of reproducing works when rights 
holders cannot be found. You can read more at: http://www.ipo.gov.uk/pro-
policy/consult/consult-live/consult-2014-lost.htm. 
 
The consultation was aimed at institutional stakeholders (organisations) and, in collaboration 
with CREATe (http://www.create.ac.uk/), the Council’s response was led by Prof Deazley. We 
sought the views and feedback from the wider Scottish sector and distributed the draft for 
comment in February 2014. We received one response and this feedback was a valued 
contribution which was incorporated within the draft before submission. 

 Workshops: 
On behalf of the Council, Prof Deazley will deliver a series of seminars for the Scottish archive 
community concerning recent developments in copyright. There will be six events held across 
the next 18 months. The programme for these events and further details will be available in 
due course. 

 Conference: 
Building on the success of our partnership with The Scotsman, we are making initial enquiries 
about another conference in 2014. A number of interesting points were raised by those in 
attendance at the Digital Fabric event in January – these included questions and issues about 
copyright and the reuse of public information. 

 

12 PATRICK CADELL BURSARY 2014 
 

 We are accepting applications to our Cadell Bursary 2014. In memory of Patrick Cadell CBE, 
the annual bursary is aimed at providing a CPD opportunity for an archivist, records manager 
or conservator working in a Scottish archive or records management unit. Further details on 
eligibility and how to apply can be found on the website at 
http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/cadell, where you can also read the report by the 
successful candidate from 2013, Ms Kirsty Lee. 
 
The deadline for applications is midnight on 30 March 2014. 

  
13 GIVING VALUE – HLF CATALYST FUNDING 

 

 Stage 2 bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund Catalyst Umbrella Fund for ‘Giving Value’ has been 
successful. This collaborative project between The National Archives (TNA), Scottish Council 
on Archives (SCA), Archives & Records Association (ARA UK & Ireland), Public Record Office 
of Northern Ireland (PRONI), Institute of Fundraising (IoF) and Museums, Libraries and 
Archives Wales (CyMAL) will receive £476,000 to deliver a three-year programme including 
workshops and training events for the Scottish sector. TNA are beginning the process of 
recruiting the project manager and more details will be sent out in due course. 

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/pro-policy/consult/consult-live/consult-2014-lost.htm
http://www.ipo.gov.uk/pro-policy/consult/consult-live/consult-2014-lost.htm
http://www.create.ac.uk/
http://www.scottisharchives.org.uk/cadell
http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/Catalyst_Heritage_Umbrella_SF4.aspx#.UrQQ-vRdX9M
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14 RECENT & UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 

 

 February 2014: 

 04/02/2014 Archives Accreditation 

 04/02/2014 IPO Orphan Works Consultation Meeting (Glasgow) 

 06/02/2014 Education & Learning Working Group Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 06/02/2014 SCA Trustee Board Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 06/02/2014 SCA Council Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 27/02/2014 Ancestral Tourism Resources Planning Meeting (Teleconference) 
 
March 2014: 

 03/03/2014 Copyright Workshop Planning Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 03/03/2014 NRS Strategy Team Update Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 03/03/2014 Project Meeting – Retention Schedules (Edinburgh) 

 04/03/2014 SCA Preservation Working Group Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 05/03/2014 SCA Website Development/Update Meeting (Teleconference) 

 06/03/2014 Archives Accreditation Panel Meeting (London) 

 06/03/2014 NRS Monitoring Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 06/03/2014 New Strategy for Business Archives Implementation Group (Edinburgh) 

 11/03/2014 SCVO Employment Law and HR Seminar (Edinburgh) 

 11/03/2014 CIPFA Archive Services Statistics Working Party (London) 

 12/03/2014 SCA/NRS Finance Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 12/03/2014 UNESCO Event Planning (Edinburgh) 

 18/03/2014 SCA Trustee Meeting (Teleconference) 

 20/03/2014 ALMA-UK Meeting (Birmingham) 

 25/03/2014 Project Meeting – ARMS (Teleconference) 

 27/03/2014 Accessing European Funding in Scotland Event (Glasgow) 
 
April 2014: 

 01/04/2014 SCVO Training: Good Governance and Great Trustees (Edinburgh) 

 02/04/2014 Scotland Online Project Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 02/04/2014 ARA UK & Ireland Partnership Planning Meeting (Edinburgh) 

 28/04/2014-02/05/2014 WIPO SCCR Meeting (Geneva) 
 
 
 
 
 


